8                        LIVES OF THE POETS,
to have intended a very quick perambulation of the country,
stayed two months at Florence; where he found his way
into the academies, and produced his compositions with
such applause as appears to have exalted him in his own
5 opinion, and confirmed him in the hope, that, 'byjabour
and intense study, which/ says he, ' I take to be my portion
in this life, joined with a strong propensity of nature/ he
might 'leave something so written to after-times, as they
should not willingly let it die/
10 It appears, in all his writings, that he had the usual con-
comitant of great abilities, a lofty and steady confidence in
himself, perhaps not without some contempt of others;
for scarcely any man ever wrote so much, and praised so
few. Of his praise he was very frugal; as he set its
15 value high, and considered his mention of a name as a
security against the waste of time, and a certain preserva-
tion from oblivion.
At Florence he could not indeed complain that his merit
wanted  distinction.     Carlo  Dati  presented him with an
20encomiastic inscription, in the tumid lapidary style; and
Francini wrot<* him an ode, of which the first stanza is
only empty noise;   the rest are perhaps too  diffuse on
common topics: but the last is natural and beautiful.
From Florence he went to Sienna, and from Sienna to
25 Rome, where he was again received with kindness by the
learned and the great. Holstenius, the keeper of the
Vatican library, who had resided three years at Oxford,
introduced him to Cardinal Barberini: and he, at a
musical entertainment, waited for him at the door, and
50 led him by the hand into the assembly. Here Selvaggi
praised him in a distich, and Salsilli in a tetrastich:
neither of them of much value. The Italians were gainers
by this literary commerce; for the encomiums with which